Synergy: Facets of Research In Open Learning

Teaching' of courses to the learners without lecturing' would be
possible, if, all the counsellors are inducted in a phased manner into
the open learning system through periodic training, as is being done by
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University. This stops demand for lectures'
by the learners and 'enough' sessions for counsellors to 'cover' portions.

Wanted sharing culture: Library facilities are not available to the
learners even on the days of contact-cum-counselling classes. Since the
study centres are located in educational institutions with library facilities,
those libraries should be thrown open to Open University learners.
After all, the library of the host colleges is the common property of
society. This calls for 'sharing culture' on the part of the host colleges
in the place of 'private property' culture.

In addition, 'library corners' may be opened in public libraries
with lending facilities. 'Mobile library' and lending facilities can be
thought of. Abstracting service goes a long way in posting the learners
with latest developments in the courses as and when these measures
are taken, to make library facilities available freely, frequently and
conveniently.

Preparatory courses: The first and oldest Open University of the
country i.e., Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University has completed twelve
years in the service of the learners who missed the first chance for one
reason or the other, without offering preparatory course to the
non-formal learners (85%) before or after the tests. Indira Gandhi
National Open University (IGNOU), has taken a lead in this regard.
It is high time that Dr.B.R. Ambedkar Open University follows suit.

Critical Mass: The maximum strength staff of a department of
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University, for example, is four-one Professor,
one Associate Professor and two Assistant Professors, irrespective of
the fact whether a subject is taught at the undergraduate level or post
graduate level. It is worth mentioning here the recommendation of the
University Grants Commission (UGC) for the correspondence courses.
The UGC recommends for the correspondence courses 3 Faculty
members (1 Professor -I- 1 Reader + 1 Lecturer) for a subject at the
Undergraduate level and 3 additional, if the subject is taught at the
Post-graduate level. The staff position of IGNOU is also more than
that of Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University. Senior and mature faculty,
it need not be over emphasized, is the urgent need of Open Universities.
It is high time that 'critical mass' of a department is fixed at least now.
Better late than never.
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